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Warm, welcoming, inviting 
Bright colors, comfortable places to sit 
Open your room for lunch, open door policy
Perception of your program throughout the school

CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT

On the announcements, school newspaper/news 
Perform at every school event you can
Ask teachers or admin if you can perform for them 

What does success look like for your program?
Fastest way to success 
Students enjoy the recognition around the school 

SUCCESS

SCHOOL VISIBILITY



SUCCESS
CREATE

EVERYWHERE
PERFORM

EVERYONE
WELCOME



“CHOIR IS THE BEST FAMILY YOU COULD
POSSIBLY HAVE! ARGYLE CHOIR TOOK ME IN

WHEN I HAD NO PLACE TO GO AND I'M SO
THANKFUL. I HAVE MET SOME OF MY ABSOLUTE

BEST FRIENDS THROUGH THIS PROGRAM AND WE
BOND THROUGH OUR LOVE OF MUSIC! NEVER
WILL YOU FIND A PROGRAM WITH SO MUCH

LOVE, LAUGHTER, & BEAUTIFUL MUSIC.
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME IN THE 

CHOIR FAMILY!”
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Consider making this a
requirement for a top ensemble
Send your students to All-State
camps in the area
Weekly sectionals gives you more
face time, hold them accountable
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QUALITY

Consider making this a
requirement for a top ensemble
Send your students to All-State
camps in the area
Weekly sectionals gives you more
face time, hold them accountable

Find quality teachers
Help prepare students for TMEA &
UIL Solo & Ensemble
Cheaper than outside lessons
($20-$25) vs. ($40-$50)
More performance opportunities

Spend more time choosing music
than anything else
Can make or break an entire 9
weeks/semester
If YOU don’t like it, THEY WON’T
EITHER.

ALL-STATE LESSONS REPERTOIRE
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REPERTOIRE TIPS

TIP #1

High quality, age appropriate
Storytelling can be compelling

The text must be believable.

TIP #2

Powerful chord progressions
Satisfying to sing
Climax and resolutions 

Look for pieces with "WOW" moments.

TIP #4

Program a wide range of emotions 
Appeal to their real-life experiences
Recognize the cultural diversity in your classroom

Students want to emotionally connect with the music.

TIP #5

Look harder for pieces that don’t require 8 part splits
Use your lowest treble voices on the Tenor part
Combine multiple classes for concerts 

Stay away from divisi.

TIP #3

Search multiple repertoire websites
Save TMEA & Region Choir programs
Go directly to composers websites

Look for repertoire in a variety of places.



REPERTOIRE
IDEAS
SATB NO DIVISI

https://rb.gy/uggprc

Hallelujah, Amen - Beethoven
Hold Me Rock Me - Brian Tate
Hope Is A Thing With Feathers - Kenney Potter
I Will Arise - Alice Parker/Robert Shaw
Keep Your Lamps - Andre Thomas
My Spirit Sang All Day - Gerald Finzi
O Magnum Mysterium - Ivo Antognini
O schöne Nacht - Brahms
Requiem - Craig Hella Johnson
Salmo 150 - Ernani Aguiar
Sing Me to Heaven - Daniel Gawthrop
Stars I Shall Find - Victor Johnson
Tambur - Lajos Bárdos
That Lonesome Road - Deen Entsminger
Wipip! - Sydney Guillaume

Full Recommendation List:



INCREASE
YOUR
COMMUNITY
WHY OUTREACH?



We are social beings and desire to share
our world with other people. Music is
always worth more when it is shared with
others. When the entire community is
behind your program, the opportunities
increase exponentially. 
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Facebook - parents; Instagram - students
Youtube - for everyone
Record everything, video everything, post some of it
Only post things that make your program look and sound good
Post every accomplishment, big or small 
Make good friends with the PR person in your school/district
Make a lot of content
Implore your parents to get involved on social media

SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 

INCREASE YOUR  COMMUNITY



Facebook - parents; Instagram - students
Youtube - for everyone
Record everything, video everything, post some of it
Only post things that make your program look and sound good
Post every accomplishment, big or small 
Make good friends with the PR person in your school/district
Make a lot of content
Implore your parents to get involved on social media

Start out with the mindset that “no event is too small”
Over time more people will ask you to perform
Form a contemporary group (a cappella or show choir)
Learn contemporary songs in Choir so you're ready

SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS

INCREASE YOUR  COMMUNITY
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Relationships require
building trust through daily
positive interactions. Trust
is only given to teachers
who respect their students,
love their students, and set
high expectations for their
students, regardless of their
background, identity, or
academic standing. 
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Relationships require
building trust through daily
positive interactions. Trust
is only given to teachers
who respect their students,
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high expectations for their
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background, identity, or
academic standing. 

TRUST LEARNING CAMPUS-WIDE

Positive relationships with
your coworkers and
administrators have
campus-wide effects. The
perception of your program
by others is key to people
recommending your
program to the students
and families that they know.

OPEN DOORS

Getting to know your
community leaders,
business owners, and
neighborhood
representatives can open
doors for performances,
sponsorships, and
fundraising support.

LEARNING

Trust leads to deeper
learning. When a student
begins to trust you, they
will be more receptive to
your teaching. Our goal is to
break down any barrier to
learning by developing a
relationship with a student. 



 QUESTIONS?

Contact me at wgriswold@argyleisd.com
Director of Choral Activities, Argyle High School


